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Advance praise for Babe Ruth’s Called Shot:

“Sherman brings it all into sharp focus in a uniquely entertaining and greatly detailed
way.”—John Feinstein, author of the best-selling A Good Walk Spoiled and Open

“Sherman cuts through the hype and hyperbole to deliver the true history of the
event, revealing not just what happened but how and why a single at-bat became
the stuff of legend.”—Glenn Stout, best-selling author of Yankees Century and
The Cubs and series editor of Best American Sports Writing

“Written with affection and charm . . . this is a wonderful look at a Ruth, his team, and
his time.”—Jonathan Eig, author of the best-selling Luckiest Man and Opening Day

“Thoroughly enjoyable and incredibly informative . . . this is must reading.”
—Allan Zullo, coauthor of The Baseball Hall of Shame

“With this detail-rich biography of the most mythologized at-bat in the annals of the
national pastime, finally we have the definitive account of the so-called Called Shot.
—1Jeremy Schaap, six-time Emmy Award winner and
author of the New York Times best-selling Cinderella Man

“An exhaustive, delightful treatment . . . expertly captured and examined from all its
many angles. Anyone who appreciates the lore, history, and mythology of America’'s game
will delight in getting lost within these pages.”—lJosh Pahigian, author of The Ultimate
Baseball Road Trip and 101 Baseball Places to See Before You Strike Out

“Sherman does a terrific job . . . well written and quite entertaining.”—Bill Chastain,
author of Hack’s 191 and 100 Things Giants Fans Should Know and Do Before They Die

“Meticulously researched and reported and wonderfully written. Even the Bambino would
buy this book.”—Gene Wojciechowski, author of the New York Times bestseller
The Last Great Game and Cubs Nation

“Sherman gives us a flesh-and-blood Babe, a late-career legend forever bigger than life.
. .. It's a Ruthian blast.”—Matt Silverman, author of Swinging '73 and 100 Things Mets
Fans Should Know and Do Before They Die

“Wonderfully entertaining. . . . Sherman’s dissection reminds us of the mythic power
packed into baseball and its ability to help us see life in its most vivid colors.”
—Edward Achorn, Casey Award—nominated author of
The Summer of Beer and Whiskey and Fifty-Nine in ‘84

“A wonderful journey. . . . Sherman expertly relives that magic moment in time and
reminds us why we love baseball in the first place.”
—Jim Reisler, author of Babe Ruth: Launching the Legend
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1he MYTH and MYSTERY
of BASEBALL'S GREATEST
HOME RUN
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The full story of the Sultan of Swat’s
most legendary homer and the most
debated moment in baseball history

Game Three of the 1932 World Series between

the Cubs and Yankees stood locked at 4-4. Some
50,000 fans had gathered at Wrigley Field that
bright October day, but above their roar Babe Ruth
heard insults pouring from the Cubs’ dugout. They
called him a fat slob and other names not fit to print
at the time. Agitated, the Bambino made a gesture,
holding out two fingers—but what did it mean? In
the on-deck circle, Lou Gehrig heard him call out:
“I'm going to knock the next one down your goddamn
throat.” As Cubs pitcher Charlie Root wound up,

the crowd roared in expectation. It was a change-up
curve, low and away, but it came in flat and without
bite. The ball compressed on impact with Ruth’s bat,
whizzed past the centerfield scoreboard, and began
its long journey into history.

In an instant, the legend of the Called Shot was born.
The debate about what Ruth actually did still divides
fans and sports historians alike more than eighty
years later. Deftly placing the homer in the social and
economic contexts of the time, veteran sportswriter
Ed Sherman gives us the first full-length, in-depth
look at one of baseball’s most celebrated, debated,
and enduring moments—including the incredible
stories of two handheld videos taken by fans

and rediscovered decades later—and answers

the question: Did Ruth really call his shot?




